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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT FOR REISSUE 



Dear Examiner: 
In the Claims: 

21. (New) A system for controlling a motorized wheelchair by vocal sounds from 
an operator, wherein the motorized wheelchair can be in any one of a plurality of states, 
including states of movement and non-movement of the motorized wheelchair, said 
system comprising: 

a controller responsive to electrical signals to change 

the state of the motorized wheelchair from any one 
of the plurality of states to another, wherein 
each of the electrical signals corresponds to a 
change of state; 
a sound recognition converter for converting vocal 
sounds into a plurality of said electrical 
signals; 

a sound transducer for transmitting said sounds from 

the operator to said recognition converter; 
a seat having a tilt mechanism for tilting the seat 

relative to a support surface for the wheelchair; 

and 
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wherein th^*stem has a mode in which said sound 
recognition converter converts sounds into 
electrical signals for tilting the seat. 



22. (New) The system of claim 21, wherein the system has a mode in which the system is 
responsive to a sound to move the wheelchair from a first predetermined position to a 
second predetermined position. 

23. (New) The system of claim 21, further comprising an alarm subsystem for emitting an 
audible alarm in response to a failure of the system to recognize a specific sound from the 
operator. 

24. (New) A system for controlling power driven equipment by a sound from an operator, 
wherein the equipment can be in any one of a plurality of states, said system comprising: 

a controller responsive to at least one electrical 

signal to change the state of the power driven 
equipment; 

a voice recognition converter for converting a sound 

into said at least one electrical signal; and 
a sound transducer for transmitting said sound from the 

operator to said voice recognition converter, said 

sound transducer comprising a microphone engaging a larynx region of the 
operator. 

25. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein said equipment is a motorized wheelchair, 
and the states of the equipment include states of movement and non-movement of the 
motorized wheelchair. 
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26. (New) The syWtta of claim 24, wherein said voice recognition converter means for 
converting a plurality of different sounds into the same electrical signal, whereby either 
of a primary command and a backup command is executed by the system. 



27. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein said equipment is a motorized wheelchair, the 
wheelchair comprises a seat having a tilt mechanism for tilting the seat relative to a 
support surface for the wheelchair; 

wherein said system has a plurality of modes; and 
wherein the system has a mode in which said voice 

recognition converter converts vocal sounds into 

electrical signals for tilting the seat. 

28. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein the microphone engaging a larynx region 
further comprises a shield to prevent an input to the system from a person around the 
operator. 

29. (New) A system for controlling power driven equipment by a vocal sound from an 
operator, wherein the equipment can be in any one of a plurality of states, said system 
comprising: 

a voice recognition converter having a training session 

module in which reference commands are entered 

therein by the operator to serve as a basis for 

comparison with actual commands to be given during 

an operation of the power driven equipment; 
said reference commands can be in any spoken language 

and can be in a form of a non-language sound. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Box PCT, Washington DC 2023 1 on: 9/22/00 



Tracy Boterf 



30. (New) The sysHn of claim 29, wherein said non-language sound further comprises a 
cough or a guttural sound or a hum. 



31. (New) The system of claim 29, wherein said power driven equipment further 
comprises a wheelchair. 

32. (New) The system of claim 30, wherein said power driven equipment further 
comprises a wheelchair. 

33. (New) A system for controlling power driven equipment by a vocal sound from an 
operator, wherein the equipment can be in any one of a plurality of states, said system 
comprising; 

a vocal sound recognition converter having a principal 

command module and a backup command module; 
said backup command module being activated in cases 

including when a principal command is not 

recognized or when a principal command is not 

given. 

34. (New) The system of claim 33, wherein the backup command module further 
comprises an emergency command. 

35. (New) The system of claim 34, wherein said emergency command further comprises 
an exclamation uttered by the operator in a panic situation. 

36. (New) A system for controlling power driven equipment by a sound from an operator, 
wherein the equipment can be in any one of a plurality of states, said system comprising: 

a sound transducer engagable to a larynx region of the 
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operator; 

a stored logic machine having a receivor for an output 
from the sound transducer; and 

said stored logic machine responsive to variable 

outputs from the sound transducer to change the 
state of the power driven equipment. 



37. (New) The system of claim 36, wherein the power driven equipment is a wheelchair. 

38. (New) The system of claim 37, wherein the sound transducer is a microphone. 

39. (New) The system of claim 38, wherein the stored logic machine is a microprocessor 
having a program executable therein to instruct a controller to change the state of the 
wheelchair. 

40. (New) A system for controlling a motorized wheelchair by sounds from an operator, 
wherein the motorized wheelchair can be in any one of a plurality of states, including 
states of movement and non-movement of the motorized wheelchair, said system 
comprising: 

a controller responsive to electrical signals to change 

the state of the motorized wheelchair from any one 

of the plurality of states to another, wherein 

each of the electrical signals corresponds to a 

change of state; 
a sound transducer for converting sounds into a 

plurality of said electrical signals; and 
a head operated switch to stop the wheelchair. 
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41. (New) A systeWfor controlling a motorized wheelchairby sounds from an operator, 
wherein the motorized wheelchair can be in any one of a plurality of stales, including 
states of movement and non-movement of the motorized wheelchair, said system 
comprising: 

a controller responsive to electrical signals to change 

the state of the motorized wheelchair from any one 

of the plurality of states to another, wherein 

each of the electrical signals corresponds to a 

change of state; 
a sound transducer for converting sounds into a 

plurality of said electrical signals; and 
a puff and sip control device readily available to the 

operator. 

42. (New) A system for controlling a motorized wheelchair by sounds from an operator, 
wherein the motorized wheelchair can be in any one of a plurality of states, including 
states of movement and non-movement of the motorized wheelchair, said system 
comprising: 

a controller responsive to electrical signals to change 

the state of the motorized wheelchair from any one 

of the plurality of states to another, wherein 

each of the electrical signals corresponds to a 

change of state; 
a sound transducer for converting sounds into a 

plurality of said electrical signals; and 
wherein said controller further comprises an audio 

confirmation module responsive to a sound from the 

operator. 
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43. (New) A system for controlling a motorized wheelchair by sounds from, an operator, 
wherein the motorized wheelchair can be in any one of a plurality of states, including 
states of movement and non-movement of the motorized wheelchair, said system 
comprising: 

a controller responsive to electrical signals to change 

the state of the motorized wheelchair from any one 

of the plurality of states to another, wherein 

each of the electrical signals corresponds to a 

change of state; 
a sound transducer for converting sounds into a 

plurality of said electrical signals; and 
wherein said controller further comprises an output 

linked to a remote electronic device. 

44. (New) A system for controlling a motorized wheelchair by sounds from an operator, 
wherein the motorized wheelchair can be in any one of a plurality of states, including 
states of movement and non-movement of the motorized wheelchair, said system 
comprising: 

a controller responsive to electrical signals to change 

the state of the motorized wheelchair from any one 

of the plurality of states to another, wherein 

each of the electrical signals corresponds to a 

change of state; 
a sound transducer for converting sounds into a 

plurality of said electrical signals; and 
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ft 9 

wherein sa^reontroller further comprises an output 

linked to an onboard head support for moving the 
operator's head. 



REMARK 

Patent owner respectfully requests the addition of the new claims above to the 
reissued patent. 
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[57] 



ABSTRACT 



A voice-controlled wheelchair has a control system having 
a plurality of modes of operation in each of which only a 
limited number of commands for moving the wheelchair are 
executed. The commands are entered by a throat -engaging 
microphone, and backup commands are also recognized, 
including a command based on an excited utterance to stop 
the wheelchair. The control system is switch able by voice 
command between a first condition in which it executes 
other commands and a second condition in which it does not 
execute other commands. 

20 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 



WHEELCHAIR VOICE CONTROL 
APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 5 
The present invention relates to a system for controlling 

the operation of power-driven equipment, particularly 
motorized wheelchairs, by voice commands 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Particularly for persons paralyzed from the neck down, 
the pfohlem of operating a motorized wheelchair has been 
great. 

Various methods have been proposed for allowing dis- 
abled persons, including a quadriplegic, to control a motor- 2 . 
ized wheelchair. For example, breath -controlled wheelchair 
sysiems have been proposed in which a disabled person 
controls the chair by sucking or blowing into one or more 
tubes. The degree of control which can he provided is 
limited by the number of tubes used ?f 

Voice -control led wheelchairs have also been proposed, 
but the variety and precision of the control they aftorded was 
less than is desirable. Furthermore, there was a problem with 
commands being heard by the control system and the 
potential for the control system responding to a false com- ^ 
mand picked up from ambient noise, such as from the voices 
o£ people around the wheelchair. 

]3 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Z lh accordance with a preferred but nonetheless illustrative 30 
eki&odiment of the invention, a wheelchair-mounted control 
sf sjem is provided which includes a voice processor which 
has^the capability of converting a preselected set of words or 
oMgr sounds spoken by the wheelchair's operator as com- 
nfands into a corresponding set of computer recognizable 35 
signals. The preselected set of vocal sounds comprises the 
commands necessary to control the slate of a wheelchair, 
t&at is, whether the wheelchair is at rest, moving forward, 
piloting left, etc. The control system also includes a com- 
puter programmed to respond to the appropriate signals it ^ 
rf cjives from the voice processor to selectively activate a set 
of control lines which, in turn, cause a wheelchair controller 
to jontrol the wheelchair in the manner specified by the 
cbribmands given by the operator. 

^ A set of commands is programmed into the computer by 45 
a training session in which reference commands are entered 
into the computer by the wheelchair operator to serve as a 
basis for comparison with actual voice commands to be 
given during the operation of the wheelchair The reference 
commands can be in any spoken language and can even be 5t 
in the form of non-language sounds, such as coughs, guttural 
sounds or hums, for operators who are unable to speak 
words. 

The control system is arranged to accommodate backup 
commands in case a principal command is not recognized or 5 
not given. The backup commands can include commands 
having sounds which are likely to be recognized if the initial 
commands are not recognized. The backup commands can 
also include emergency commands, such as an exclamation 
likely to be uttered by the operator in a panic situation to stop 6C 
the wheelchair. It is also contemplated that any of the 
commands can be based on the characteristic frequencies of 
the operator's voice, such that the frequencies of the sounds 
given as commands must match the frequencies entered into 
the memory of the computer during the training session in 6: 
order that the system recognizes and responds to the com- 
mands. 
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The control system operates in various modes, in at least 
one of which the control system recognizes and responds to 
fewer than all of sounds, or commands, that the control 
system recognizes and responds to overall. For example, in 
a STOP mode, the control system docs not recognize a sound 
or command to GO LEFT, whereas the same command 
given while ihc control system is in a FORWARD mode 
causes the wheelchair to turn to the left by a predetermined 
amount while moving forward and to continue to move 
forward in the new direction. 

The system includes a microphone applied directly to the 
larynx of the operator and shielded by outside coverings to 
prevent input to the system of vocal commands from persons 
around the operator. A display visible to the operator indi- 
cates the vocal command being executed by the control 
system, and an audible indicator alerts the operator to certain 
system conditions, such as the inability of the system to 
recognize a command 

Although an illustiahve embodiment described herein 
relates to application of the present invention to a motorized 
wheelchair, the presem invention is also applicable to other 
motorized and other power-driven devices. The other power- 
driven devices include, but are not limited to, other vehicles 
and personal carriers including beds, therapy devices, elec- 
ttamechanically augmented powered skeletal supports, and 
teigvision, stereo and other electronic equipment. 

}i BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

rrFIG. 1 is a perspective view of a motorized wheel chair 
employing the control system according to the present 
indention; 

V-ilG. 2 is a block diagram of the components of the control 
$jy|tem according to the present invention; 
IMG. 3 is a diagram of commands and modes of operation 
for the control system according to the present invention; 
LFIG. 4 is a schematic view of a wheel chair according to 
tte present invention showing a mechanism for reclining the 
dperator; and 

[UFIG. 5 is a schematic view of an arrangement for adjust- 
ing the positions of the seat and seat back of a wheelchair 
according to present invention. 

f l DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

As can be seen from FIG. 1, a wheelchair 10 has main 
wheels 12, an electric motor 14 drivingly connected to one 
of the main wheels, and a similar electric motor (not shown) 
drivingly connected to the other of the main wheels. The 

i electric motors 14 are, for example, DC motors. The wheel- 
chair 10 has two known types of brakes (not shown) — 
brakes of a first type physically contacting the main wheels 
12, and brakes of a second type on the electric motors 14 
providing power to the mam wheels. The power for driving 

5 the motors 14 is from by a conventional battery unit 16 
providing 24 volts DC. 

As can be seen from FIGS. 1 and 2, the wheelchair 10 also 
comprises a control system designated generally by the 
numeral 20, the control system including a computer 22, a 

} wheelchair controller assembly 24, a controller interface 
module 25, an LED visual display 26 mounted in a position 
where it is visible by the operator, and a microphone 28 for 
entering commands into the control system. A training 
station 30, which includes, for example, a keypad, mouse 

-5 and video monitor, is also provided for programming the 
control system at a time when the wheelchair is not in 
normal operation 



A sound lOtcipRtahon module 32, or card, is known and 
is installable on the computer 22. A sun able sound interpre- 
tation module is commercially available under the name 
Creative Design Sound ('aid from Creative Technology 1 td. 
of Singapore. The computer 20 is connected to the controller 5 
interface module 25 through the LED visual display 26, 
which also acts as a switch box. The controller interlace 
module 25 convert signals from the computer 20 to ihe 
opening and closing of electrical circuits m the controller 
assembly 24 to control the How of current to the motors 14 1Q 
and the brakes in various ways to change the states, that is, 
to control the movement of the wheelchair 10. 

The wheelchair controller assembly 24 includes the 
switches which are actuated and the circuits which are 
affected by the actuation of the switches to control current to 35 
the motors and brakes The wheelchair controller assembly 
24 can comprise a conventional joystick wheelchair con- 
troller assembly except that the joystick itself is omitted. 
Rather than ihe position of a Joystick determining which 
switches are actuated and, therefore, what combination of 2 t 
motors and brakes is operated, electrical signals are trans- 
mitted from the mleilace controller module 25 to the wheel- 
chair controller assembly 24 to operate the switches. The 
signals can be m the form of numbers of electrical pulses, 
wherein certain numbers of pulses actuate certain switches ^ 
or Certain combinations of switches in the wheelchair con- 
troller assembly 24. A suitable wheelchair controller assem- 
blyjglhat included with the Arrow Action Storm wheelchair 
proceed by Invacare of Elyria, Ohio. 

Sfij. 3 shows the relationships among various modes of 3 
opejgtion of the control system 20, which are identified by 
commands which can be used to place the control system in 
theMjodes. FIG. 3 also reflects the states of the wheelchair - 
10 after the commands are given. As an example, from a first 
mop& of the control system 20, identified in FIG. 3 by a 3 
FORWARD box, and corresponding to a state in which the 
wheelchair 10 is moving forward, the control system 20 is 
recegtive only to the commands STOP, GO RIGHT, or GO 
LESf. The control system 20 responds to these commands 
by facing the wheelchair in the state indicated by the 4 
command. As another example, from a second mode of the 
cor|tg>l system 20, identified in FIG. 3 by a STOP box, and 
corresponding to a state in which the wheelchair 10 is 
stopped, the control system 20 is receptive only to the 
commands FORWARD, BACKWARD, PIVOT RIGHT, and 4 
PIVOT LEFT Each of the boxes of FIG. 3 except TRAIN 
COMMANDS, RESET and "NOT RECOGNIZED" repre- 
sents a command, a mode of the control system 20, and a 
state of the wheelchair 10. Of course, other commands, 
modes and states can be used instead of or in addition to 
those disclosed herein For each mode of the control system 
20 only a very limited number of command options must be 
searched by the computer 22 before the correct option is 
found and executed Thus, the control system 20 provides 
very quick response to the commands. In the embodiment 5 
described herein, no more than four commands must be 
considered from any particular mode of the control system 
20. 

In any of the modes illustrated in FIG. 3, the control 
system 20 is switchable by voice command between a first / 
condition in which the control system is responsive only to 
a single, prepatory command and a second condition in 
which the control system is responsive to all or some other 
commands. For example, the voice command WAKE-UP is 
a prepatory command which can be used to switch the t 
control system 20 from the first condition described above to 
the second condition described above. From the second 



condition, l he system recognizes most other commands, 
such as FORWARD, BACKWARD, PIVOT RIGHT and 
PIVOT LEFT. In the second condition, the system is also 
receptive to commands from the training station 30 and a 
RESET command. From the second condition, the control 
system 20 is also receptive to a command, such as GO-TO- 
SLEEP, to return to the first condition 

The control system 20 is also programmable to be respon- 
sive to a command to actuate an operation or a series of 
operations by which the wheelchair moves from a first 
predetermined position, such as next to a bed, to a second 
predetermined position, such as one suitable for storing the 
wheelchair during periods of non-use. In this mode, the 
wheelchair 10 stops when it reaches the second predeter- 
mined position. The control system 20 can also be pro- 
grammed to recognize and respond to a command to move 
from the second predetermined position to the first prede- 
termined position and then stop A command for movement 
from the first predetermined position to the storage position 
can be 11 GO PARK'", and a command for movement trom the 
storage position to the first predetermined position can be 
"COME HERE". These commands are entered through a 
wireless directional microphone positioned at the first pre- 
determined position. 

Vipm a STOP mode of the control system 20 and a STOP 
stajef of the wheelchair 10, a variety of commands can be 
g\Uh, such as FORWARD, BACKWARD, PIVOT RIGHT 
anSliPIVOT LEFT For each of the BACKWARD, PIVOT 

j RI^JIT and PIVOT LEFT commands, the wheelchair 10 
coni|nues in the commanded direction until a STOP com- 
majd is given, at which time motion ceases. A STOP 
colnlnand also ceases motion when the wheelchair 10 is in 
a f ©RWARD state. Other commands, such as GO RIGHT 

5 and GO LEFT, are also used when the wheelchair 10 is in the 
FORWARD state. In such cases, the wheelchair 10 turns a 
predetermined angle in the commanded direction and con- 
tinues moving forward in the new direction. Furthermore, 
ref eating GO RIGHT or GO LEFT commands results in 

3 fuitfier turning in the commanded direction by a further 
predetermined angle. A predetermined incremental angle of 
7..$ ; t|egrees has been found to be suitable. As was indicated 
earffer herein, instead of commands like FORWARD, 
BACKWARD, etc., the control system 20 can be trained to 

5 recognize and respond to any sounds, which thereby have 
the same effect as the FORWARD, BACKWARD, etc. 
commands described herein. Each command causes a 
unique electrical signal or set of electrical signals to be 
transmitted to the wheelchair controller assembly 24 to 
50 achieve a specific change in the state of movement or 
non-movement of the wheelchair 10. 

The control system is arranged to accommodate backup 
commands in case a principal command is not recognized or 
not given. 1 Tie backup commands preferably comprise com- 
5 mands having sounds which are likely to be recognized if the 
initial commands are not recognized. The following is a list 
of primary commands, shown in the left column, and a list 
of the corresponding backup commands shown in the right 
column. 



Primary command 



Back-up/Alternate 
commands 



go to sleep 
wake- up 
stop 



relax 
alert 
halt 



-continued 





B. i,k-ui>/AlEtrnate 


Primary command 




forward 




backward 




pivot right 


io;n,L ^rbtv-d 


pivot left 


re ,i r c p n 


go right 


nun. sus hoard 


go leit 


niu\ c port 



The control system recognizes either the primary command 
or the backup command and takes the commanded action. 
The backup commands can also include emergency 
commands, such as an exclamation likely to be uttered by 
the operator in a panic situation, for example, "Oh, no! v , to 15 
stop the wheelchair. Any of the commands can be based on 
the characteristic frequencies of the operator's voice, such 
that the frequencies of the sounds given as commands must 
match the frequencies entered into the memory of the 
computer during the training session 2C 

Any time that a voice command is not recognized by the 
control system 20 and the wheelchair 10 Amoving, the 
control system causes the wheelchair to slop and emits an 
audible signal or alarm. The control system 20 acts to stop 
thp^vheclchair 10 and emit the signal a short time after a 25 
aftgmand is not recognized. A suitable time is 0.6 seconds. 
T y contro1 s y stem can be arranged to allow a certain 
tiip for recognition of a further command, after a first 
command is not recognized, before stopping the wheelchair 
1(1 4nd emitting the signal. The audible signal or alarm is 3( 
tr##mitted by an audio feedback system 34 to the operator 
thkaiigh an eai phone 36. The use of an ear phone 36 assures 
th|Qthe operator will know that the voice command is not 
re pg nized > despite the presence of noise around the opera- 
tor and despite any hearing loss the operator might suffer 35 
frrjm. 

EQie microphone 28 is a throat microphone of a known 
ty^S which contacts the larynx for clear, positive transmis- 
sk^uof sound vibrations and for clear distinction from 
ardent voices and sounds. Except for a sensing portion 40 
wise h contacts the larynx, the microphone 28 has a covering 
wfijh shields out ambient sounds and, thereby, prevents the 
co P!F oi s y slerri 20 from operating in response to a false 
cornmand from ambient voices and sounds. A suitable 
microphone is commercially available as Lash II Headset 45 
from Television Equipment Associates of South Salem, N.Y. 

The computer 22 can be a conventional business or home 
personal computer operating from the battery unit 16 of the 
wheelchair 10 through the recharging socket. This ensures 
that the computer 22 can be removed from the wheelchair 10 5C 
so that it may be employed for other purposes when not 
serving as a mobility device. The battery unit 16 is a 
standard unit providing 24 VDC and delivering 2.5-5 V to 
the computer 22. The computer 22 employs reducers and 
inverters to allow operation with both current from the s; 
battery unit 16 and household current. Such a computer is 
more powerful than is required for the control system 20 but, 
besides being useful for other purposes when the wheelchair 
10 is not in use, the computer is well-suited for easy physical 
connection to commercially available sound interpretation & 
modules 32. Instead of a personal computer, a microproces- 
sor can be used as the computer 22 

An electronic balun 38, connecting to the computer 22 at 
the ports for the screen, keyboard and mouse connection, 
substitutes for the lack of conventional input/output. No 6 
keyboard, mouse, joystick or video screen is connected 
during the operation of the wheelchair 10 The use of the 



balun 38 allows * hot attachment oi these devjees tor 
installation, fitting, maintenance and service at a later date 
without interrupting operation. The balun device acts as a 
surrogate for the normal man-machine interlaces which, 
when not connected or accounted for, require the computer 
to issue a fault/error condition winch prohibits the computer 
from operating A suitable balum is the Guardian balu.i t.\ in 
Raritan Computer*-, Inc of Schenectady, N Y. 

Emergency stopping mechanisms can be empkned to 
override any failure m the control system 20, including in 
the system voice recognition software in the sound inter- 
pretation module 32. The first mechanism is an alternate 
action head switch which is operated by slight movement of 
the head to deactivate the wheelchair control system. The 
second is a conventional puff and sip control device readily 
available to the operator 

The computer 22 controls the controller interface module 
25 according to the vocal commands received 1 he control- 
ler interface module 25 controls the controller 24, which 
■ controls the motors 14 and brakes The controller interface 
module 25 is attached to the normal I/O port of the computer 
22, using either parallel or serial methods The controller 
interface module 25 converts impulses received from the 
computer port and translates them into circuit opening or 
closing functions to open and/or close circuits in the con- 
troller assembly 24. 

Qltput from the control system 20 to the operator is 
necessary for confirmation and to provide meaningful infor- 
mation. The primary means of output employs lamps 42 on 
; \he\ Visual display 26, indicating which lines from the 
coktloller interface module 25 to the controller assembly 24 
arejiji operation. Two conditions drive audio feedback from 
thf computer 22, the first is an audio bell alarm which rings 
wrjen the command is not recognized. The second is based 
orffser query. The operator may request system status or 
request audio confirmation of command or available/ 
acceptable word commands which have been programmed. 

.Tje training station 30, which is usually detached and 
usetf only during training, includes a computer video screen, 
a computer keyboard, a mouse, trackball or other cursor 
ccfAi*ol device, and an optional modem, if it is not contained 
in^fte computer 22 mounted on the wheelchair 10. Since the 
coIJrol system 20 must be "trained" to recognize the indi- 
vidual voice (pitch, accent, etc), the commands needed to 
move the particular model of chair need to be installed. 

As can be appreciated from FIGS. 4 and 5, vocal sounds 
can be used with the motorized wheelchair 10' according to 
the present invention not only to control the travel of the 
wheelchair, but also to control the states of other devices, 
such as devices to control other functions associated with the 
wheelchair. For example, as can be seen from FIG. 4, the 
control system 20 according to the present invention can be 
used to control, by voice command, a tilt or recline position 
of a seat 42 and seat back 44 of the wheelchair 10'. In FIG. 
> 4, the wheelchair 10' according to the present invention is 
shown having main wheels 12', pivoting wheels 46, a 
platform 48 supported by the main wheels and pivoting 
wheels and a seat frame 50 supported for tilting, or reclining, 
movement relative to the platform 48. In the embodiment 
J shown in FIG 4, a connecting member 52 connects the 
platform 48 to a hub 49 of the main wheels 12', and the seat 
frame 50 is pivot ally mounted relative to the platform by a 
pivot connection 54 secured to the connecting member 52. 
The seat frame 50 includes a base member 56 and an upright 
S member 58 at a fixed orientation relative to the base mem- 
ber. The seat frame 50 also includes arms 58 and members 
60 for supporting the seat 42 Foot rests 61 are connected to 
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the scat frame 50 Jor movement therewith A control dc\ice 
62, such as a servo mechanism of a type which is 
conventional, is connected between the platform 48 and the 
base member 56 of the seat frame 50. The control device 62 
includes an element which is moveable in response to a 
signal from the control system 20 to increase or decrease the 
height of a forward end of the base member 56 of the scat 
frame 50 to increase or decrease the amount of recline ol the 
seat 42 and the seat back 44, along with the arms 58 and the 
foot rests 61. Thus, the control device 62 is controlled in 
much the same manner as the motors 14 and brakes of the 
wheelchair 10'. 

As can be appreciated from FIG. 5, vocal sounds can also 
be used with the wheelchair 10 according to the present 
invention to adjust the positions of the seat 42 and the seat 
back 44. Both the seat 42 and the seat back 44 may have 
cushions of various configurations. Control devices 64, 68 
and 70, such as servomechanisms, are positioned between 
the seat support member 60 and the seat 42, and between the 
upright member 58 and the scat back 44. Various combina- 
tions of actuation of the individual control devices 64-70 
provide the capability to move the seat 42 and the scat back 
44 in various ways Ibi example, the seat 42 can be raised 
or lowered and/or tilted forward or rearward. Similarly, the 
seatfcick 44 can be moved forward or rearward and/or tilted 
more^jforward or more rearward. Various known arrange- 
ments^ of seats, seat backs and servomechanisms can be 
usecgjhe important consideration being that they are oper- 
able^ My voice commands in connection with the present 
invention. 

Sggie wheelchair operators are unable to support their 
heao>i| Accordingly, supports are known for holding up the 
heac) ; Of a wheelchair operator. As can be seen from FIG. 5, 
the Wheelchair 10 according to the present invention 
includes a head support 72 connected to the wheelchair 
throp|h, for example, the generally upright member 58 of 
the $eat frame 50. The head support 72 is connected to a 
hea4;:|upport adjustment mechanism 74 containing an 
arrangement of one or more servomechanisms for turning 
the f <|^d to the right and left and for tilting the head forward 
or rf-a^ward. The adjustment mechanism 74 is connected to 
the Kptrol system 20 and is controlled by vocal sounds in 
a ma-fmer similar to the manner in which the motion of the 
wheelchair 10 and the associated equipment, such as the seat 
42, are controlled. For example, the turning of the head can 
be controlled with commands such as ROTATE LEFT and 
ROTATE RIGHT 

The voice commands of the wheelchair operator are 
entered into the memory of the computer 22, and these 
stored commands are later compared with commands 
received during the operation of the wheelchair 10. When a 
command received during operation matches a command 
entered during the training session, the wheelchair responds 
to the commands. If commands do not match, the wheelchair 
10 does not enact the command given and, thereby, the 
wheelchair is prevented from responding to commands 
which include either the wrong terms or the right terms, at 
the wrong pitch, accent, etc. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art and it is 
contemplated that variations and/or changes in the embodi- 
ments illustrated and described herein may be made without 
departure from the present invention. For example, the 
system can be used with beds having motors to change the 
position of the occupant, and the like. As another example, 
although the present invention has been specifically dis- 
closed with reference to motorized equipment, particularly 
motorized wheelchairs, it is applicable to equipment which 
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is not motorized and yet is controllable by the input of 
electrical signals For example, the system can be used with 
television, in which a state can include being set to receive 
a particular channel or to produce a certain volume of sound- 
As other examples, the system can also be used wilh stereo 
equipment and o'her electronics Accord ingh, it is intended 
that the ongoing description is illustrative only, not limiting, 
and that the true spirit and scope of the present invention will 
be determined by the appended claims. 
I claim: 

1. A system for controlling a motorized wheelchair by 
vocal sounds from an operator, wherein the motorized 
wheelchair can be in any one of a plurality of states, 
including states of movement and non-movement of the 
motorized wheelchair, comprising: 

control means responsive to electrical signals to change 
the slate of the motorized wheelchair from any one of 
the plurality of states to another, wherein each of the 
electrical signals corresponds to a change of state; 
means for converting vocal sounds into a plurality of said 

electrical signals, 
means for transmitting said vocal sounds from the opera- 
tor to said converting means, a seat, and means for 
Otilting the seat relative to a support surface for the 
i ^'wheelchair, 

ffjierein said system has a plurality of modes, said con- 
l ^verting means in at least one of said modes of said 
yjsystem being capable of converting fewer than all of 
CQthe plurality of vocal sounds into said electrical signals, 
a jwhereby the motorized wheelchair can be changed to 
another one of said plurality of states, but not to any 
" ^ other one of said plurality of states, when said convert- 
r ;sx ing means is in said at least one mode, and 
wherein the system has a mode in which said converting 
O means converts vocal sounds into electrical signals for 
, ^tilting the seat. 

3^ The system of claim 1, wherein said converting means, 
in* several of said modes, converts fewer than all of said 
vddil sounds into electrical signals, the vocal sounds con- 
verted when said converting means is in a first of said 
sevlral modes comprising a first set, and the vocal sounds 
cdtlierted when said converting means is in a second of said 
several modes comprising a second set, wherein said first set 
is different from said second set. 

3. The system of claim 1, further comprising means for 
indicating visually the mode of operation of the system. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the system has a first 
condition in which the means for converting vocal sounds 
into the plurality of electrical signals and a second condition 
in which the means for converting vocal sounds does not 
convert vocal sounds into any of the plurality of electrical 
signals, the system being switchable between the first and 
second conditions by other vocal sounds 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the system has a mode 
in which the system is responsive to a vocal sound to move 
the wheelchair from a first predetermined position to a 
second predetermined position. 

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising means for 
emitting an audible alarm in response to failure of the system 
to recognize a vocal sound from the operator. 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein said means for emitting 
an audible alarm comprises an earpiece to be worn by the 
operator. 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein said means for con- 
verting vocal sounds comprises means for converting a 
plurality of different sounds into the same electrical signal, 
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whereby either of a primary command and a backup com- 
mand is executed by the system. 

9. The system of claim 1, wherein one of said vocal 
sounds is a vocal sound likely to be uttered by the operator 

in a state of panic. 5 

10. A system for controlling power driven equipment by 
a vocal sound from an operator, wherein the equipment can 
be in any one of a plurality of states, comprising. 

control means responsive to at least one electrical signal 
to change the state of the power driven equipment; 10 

means for converting a vocal sound into said at least one 
electrical signal; and 

means for transmitting said vocal sound from the operator 
to said converting means while preventing transmission 15 
to said converting means of sounds similar to said vocal 
sound, said transmitting means comprising a micro- 
phone engaging the larynx region of the operator. 

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the system is a 
system for controlling power driven equipment by a plural- 
ity of vocal sounds from the operator, the control means 
comprises control means responsive to a plurality of elec- 
trical^si^gnals, and the system has a plurality of modes, said 
convening means in at least one of said modes of said 
systebf being capable of converting fewer than all of the ^ 
vocajsounds into said electrical signals, whereby the equip- 
mentp?|n be changed from one of said plurality of states to 
another one of said plurality of states, but not to any other 
one dfjaid plurality of states, when said converting means 

is in said at least one mode. 

12[Jhe system of claim 11, wherein said converting 
mean^Jn several of said modes, converts fewer than all of 
said Vocal sounds into electrical signals, the vocal sounds 
converted when said converting means is in a first of said 
severlll modes comprising a first set, and the vocal sounds 35 
convqijed when said converting means is in a second of said 
sever^jfpodes comprising a second set, wherein said first set 
is different from said second set. 

131 Whe system of claim 10, wherein said equipment is a 
motofiged wheelchair, and the states of the equipment 
include^ states of movement and non-movement of the 
motorized wheelchair. 

14. The system of claim 11/. 
further comprising means for 
indicating visually the mode of 
operation [6f]of the system. 

15. The system of claim 10/ 
wherein the system is a system 
for controlling power driven 
equipment by a plural- 
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ity of vocal sounds, the control means comprises control 
means responsive to a plurality of electrical signals, and the 
system has a first condition in which the means for convert- 
ing vocal sounds into the plurality of electrical signals and 
a second condition m which the means for converting vocal 
sounds does not convert vocal sounds into any of the 
plurality of electrical signals, the system being switchable 
between the first and second conditions by other vocal 
sounds. 

16. The system of claim 10, wherein the system has a 
mode in which the system is responsive to a vocal sound to 
move the power driven equipment from a first predeter- 
mined position to a second predetermined position. 

17. The system of claim 10, further comprising means for 
emitpfig an audible alarm in response to failure of the system 
to reoagnize a vocal sound from the operator. 

ifcjlhe system of claim 10, wherein said means for 
converting a vocal sound comprises means for converting a 
pludUSy of different sounds into the same electrical signal, 
whe|e%y either of a primary command and a backup com- 
mandos executed by the system. 

ifi-The system of claim 10, wherein said equipment is a 
motorized wheelchair, the wheelchair comprises a seat and 
meahffor tilting the seat relative to a support surface for the 
wheelchair, and 

wfilrein said system has a plurality of modes, said con- 
averting means in at least one of said modes of said 
^system being capable of converting fewer than all of 
U^e plurality of vocal sounds into said electrical signals, 
^ thereby the motorized wheelchair can be changed to 
C another one of said plurality of states, but not to any 
Either one of said plurality of states, when said convert- 
ing means is in said at least one mode, and 
wherein the system has a mode in which said converting 
means converts vocal sounds into electrical signals for 
tilting the seat. 
20. The system of claim 10, wherein the system is a 
system for controlling power driven equipment by a plural- 
ity of vocal sounds from the operator, and one of said vocal 
sounds is a vocal sound likely to be uttered by the operator 
in a state of panic. 
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